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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER KATHLEEN Q. ABERNATHY
OPPOSING DELAY OF THE BROADCAST OWERNSHIP BIENNIAL REVIEW

Washington, D.C. — Today, Commissioners Copps and Adelstein requested a delay of
the June 2nd meeting on broadcast ownership. While appreciating their concerns, I must
respectfully oppose their request. I conclude that for both legal and policy reasons we should
move forward with the June 2nd meeting. The Commission has a statutory obligation to review
our broadcast ownership rules every two years. We are already behind schedule, as June 2003 is
past the date by which our 2002 biennial review should have been completed. Furthermore, we
are fast approaching the time in which we need to begin our 2004 biennial review. If we don’t
act, the courts may step in themselves.

We have compiled a thorough and comprehensive record in this proceeding, which
includes over 18,000 comments, 12 studies and testimony from a number of broadcast ownership
hearings. We have provided notice of the rules we are reviewing, and the comments in the
record reflect an understanding of these issues. I am satisfied that we have the information and
the input we need to make a sound, judicially sustainable decision that will benefit the public
interest. Although we are resolving very important and difficult issues, this task will not become
any easier a week from now, a month from now, or even a year from now.
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